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Purpose 

 

 

Adoption of the North Devon and Torridge 
Local Plan 2011-2031 



The Local Plan 

The Local Plan: 

 sets out the basis for how northern Devon 
should develop up to 2031 

 meets identified needs 

 is a starting point for making planning 
decisions 

 



The Local Plan 

The Local Plan helps to: 

 deliver the right development in the right 
places 

 deliver new infrastructure when required 

 direct new investment 

 protect the special qualities of the area 

 



The Local Plan 

 Framed and constrained by National Policy 

 Evidence-based 

 Meets identified needs 

 Plans for required development 

 Takes account of community views and 
aspirations (where possible) 

 



A Joint Local Plan 

 Provides an integrated approach and a 
common basis to plan 

 Delivers significant efficiency of preparation 

 Manages and mitigates risks 

 Fulfils the duty to cooperate 

 Increasingly expected by Government 

 



A Plan that… 

 …provides for required growth 
up to 2031; 

 …balances protection and 
opportunity; 

 …is ambitious; and 

 …is flexible and responsive. 

 



The Benefits of this Local Plan 

 Meets identified needs 

 Provides plan-led approach 

 Confirms a five year housing land supply 

 Provides flexible policies to respond to 
needs 

 Delivers a positive growth agenda 



Housing 

 Joint: 

 requirement for 17,220 dwellings 

 five year housing land supply 

 Housing Delivery Test 

 Matched by supply of 20,189 dwellings 

 



Economy 

 A positive approach to economic growth 

 84.9 hectares of land allocated for 
economic development 

 Flexible and responsive policies 

 



Natural and Built Environment 

 Recognises importance with strong 
protection of key assets 

 Requires net gain in biodiversity 

 Contributes to Biosphere Reserve 
objectives 

 Requires good quality design 

 



Community 

 Spatial strategy for each settlement 

 Timely provision of key infrastructure 

 Protection of key community facilities 

 Flexible approach to meeting needs of 
rural settlements 

 



The Life of the Plan 

 Started life as a Core Strategy in 2007 

 Evolved into a Local Plan in 2012 

 Strengthened Rural Strategy in 2013 

 Published in 2014 

 Evolved through 2015 

 Submitted in 2016  



Examination 

 Required to be independently examined 

 Submitted – 10th June 2016 

 Intensive programme of work 

 Two sets of Hearing Sessions 

 Four rounds of consultation 

 

 



Inspector’s Report 

 Received 11th September ‘18 

 Concludes that the Plan is 
Sound… 

 …subject to application of 
Main Modifications 

 Plan can be adopted 

 



Main Modifications 

 Required to make the Plan sound 

 Applied to the Submission Plan 

 Prepared by Inspector with Councils 

 Taken to Full Councils previously 

 Been subject to public consultation 

 Mandatory to allow adoption 



Notable Main Modifications 

 Updated Housing & Employment Land Supply 
 Adjusted 5 year land supply calculation 
 New and altered site allocations 

 Land adj. Caddsdown Business Park / Perrigo / Yelland 
Quay 

 Revised development opportunities in Rural 
Settlements 

 Revised Biodiversity and Geodiversity policy 
 New Landscape and Seascape Character policy 

 
 



Additional Modifications 

 Responsibility of Councils 

 Cannot ‘materially’ alter policies 

 Generally minor in nature: 

 factual updates 

 corrections 

 consistency 

 



Notable Additional Modifications 

 Reserve employment land 

 Updated housing base date to 31 March 
2017 



What Next? 

 Formal adoption process including legal 
challenge period 

 Implementation and Delivery 

 Be proactive to realise growth opportunities 

 Supplementary Planning Documents 

 Travellers site allocations DPD 

 

 



Recommendations 

1. Adopt the North Devon and Torridge Local Plan 2011- 2031; 

2. Adopt the Policies Maps; 

3. Make available the Adoption Statement and SA Report; 

4. Delegate authority to make very limited changes, confined to: 

 correction of typographical errors; 

 improving clarity; and  

 consequential cross referencing and necessary 
amendments to policy or paragraph reference 
numbering.  



Further Recommendation for NDC 

5. Retain use of the relevant paragraphs of Affordable Housing and 
Public Open Space codes of practice as interim policy guidance for 
North Devon until new SPDs have been prepared and adopted. 


